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Prairie Dog.    N. American burrow-
ing rodent allied to the squirrel

W. S. ttemdae, F.Z S

Prairie Dog OB PRAIKIE MAR-
MOT (Cynomys ludovicianus]. Ro-
dent found in N. America and allied
to the squirrels.
There are three or
four other species,
all of which live in
burrows in the
open plains, usual-
ly in very exten-
sive colonies. They
are about a foot
long, and their fur
is brown on the
back and yellow-
ish white beneath.
Their chief foods
are grass and
roots. They con-
struct before their
homes mounds which they use
as watch-towers. Many of their
burrows are also tenanted by the
burrowing owl.

Prairie Hen (Tympanuchus
americanu*). Bird allied to the
grouse, native of N. America from
the valley of the Mississippi to
Ontario. About 19 ins. long, it is
brown above, streaked transversely
with black and buff ; the underside
pale brown, with the transverse
marks white. The head bears a
small white-tipped crest. On each
side of the neck of the male is an
inflatable orange sac, covered by
a tuft of stiff, black feathers. Dur-
ing the breeding season males
to the number of 40 or 50 assemble
before daybreak in their so-called
" scratching places," and go
through a performance of display
in which low tooting and booming
sounds are produced by means of
the distended air-sacs, as well as
cackling and screams of defiance.
These meetings, which last only
till sunrise, end in fierce battles.
The birds feed on buds, berries,
acorns of the scrub oak, and seeds.
The flesh of the prairie hen is
esteemed as food.

Prajadhipok (1893-1941). King
of Siam.    Son of King Chulalong-
korn, he was born Nov. 8, 1893,
and  educated
at  Eton   and
the    R.M.C.,
Woolwich,
adopting    an
army    career.
On  Nov.   26,
1925, he suc-
ceeded    his
brother Rama
Prajadhipok,        VI     on     the

King of Siam         throne,     His

position became difficult after the
revolution of 1932, in which year
he granted a new constitution.
After a second rebellion in 1934

became acute, Prajadhipok refus-
ing to give up prerogatives. He
abdicated March 2, 1935, and was
succeeded by his
nephew Ananda
(1925-46). Spend-
ing the rest of his
life in England,
Prajadhipok died
at Virginia Water,
May 30, 1941.

Prakrit (Skt.,
natural, common).
General name for
the popular lan-
guages of India as
opposed to the
classical Sanskrit
(= perfected), of
which they are the
direct descendants. Until about
A.D. 1000 the Prakrits were divided
into four chief dialects : Magadhi
(Bihar ),Ardha-Magadhi(half-Mag-
adhi, Benares), Apabhramsa (=de-
cadent, valley of the Indus), Sau-
raseni (between the Ganges and the

Prairie Hen of Notch America; cock
bird of the species

Jumna). These four dialects, which
are the source of all the modern
vernaculars of India, are related to
the ancient Sanskrit as the Ro-
mance languages to Latin. The
chief source for the knowledge of
early Prakrit is the Indian dramas,
in which it is used by characters
of lower rank. See India.

PraUtriller   (Ger.).      Musical
ornament indicated thus :

and performed as
shown below :

In  Great   Britain

it is often called

the    mordent,   which,    however,

should     be    played    with    the

lower auxiliary note.

Prasad, RAJENDEA (b. 1884)
First president of India. Bom in
Bihar, Dec. 3, 1884, he went to
Presidency College, Calcutta, and
became a lawyer. In 1917 he
joined Gandhi, and in 1920 gave up
ixis practice to pursue non-co-
operation. President of the Indian

he was several times imprisoned
for civil disobedience, and during
1942-45 for infringing the defence
of India rules. In 1946 he was
in the interim govt., and chair-
man, later pres,, of the constituent
assembly; he became first president
of the Union of India, 1950.

Praseodymium. One of the
cerium family of rare earth metals,
forming an almost insoluble potas-
sium sulphate. It is closely associ-
ated with neodymiurn (q.i\); in-
deed they were thought to be one
element and called didvmium, until
in 1SS5 Welsbach separated them.
Praseodymium, chemical symbol
Pr, falls in the third long period of
the periodic table. It has the
atomic number 59 ; atomic weight,
140-9; melting point, 94QC C.;
specific gravity, 6*47; crystal
forms, alpha-praseodymium hexa-
gonal, beta-praseodymium face-
centred cubic, with lattice constant
a=5'151. The metal may be pre-
pared by electrolysis of the fused
chloride and purified by remelting
in pure magnesia crucibles under
barium chloride. It readily forms
a hydride by absorption of hydro-
gen, but of its various salts none
has commercial application. Didy-
mium salicylate antiseptic dress-
ings have been used.

Pratinas. One of the early
Greek tragedians. A native of
Phlius, in Peloponnesus, not far
from Corinth, he was the contem-
porary of Aeschylus, against whom
he competed for the prize at the
Dionysia. He is said to have been
the first to compose satyric dramas,
the only complete extant example
of which is the Cyclops of Euri-
pides. The collapse of the wooden
seats of the spectators during the
performance of one of his plays is
said to have led to the erection of
stone theatres.

Pratincole (Glareola}. G enus of
birds. They are allied to the sand-
pipers, but distinguished by their
short, curved bill, with wide gape,
long, pointed wings, and forked
tail There are 10 species of these
small, slender birds that run like
plovers and fly like swallows. Best
known is the collared pratincole

differences  with   the government   national congress, 1934 and 1939,

Pratincole.   Collared pratincole, an
occasional visitor to Great Britain